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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 36 appears to be a duplicate of claim 34. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 32, 33, 35, 37, 38, 39, 40 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by lida et al 

For claims 32 and 40 see paragraphs 75, 76 and 151; for claims 33, 35, 37 and 41 see 
paragraph 82; for claim 38 see paragraph 81 ; and for claim 39 see paragraph 89. 

4. Claims 32-38, 40 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Rheault et al. 

Rheault et al discloses a jet-propelled watercraft comprising a hull figure 1 having an 
operator's area, 

an engine 6 supported by the hull and having a throttle valve configured to meter a flow 
of 

air into the engine, the throttle valve being biased towards a closed position, a water jet 
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propulsion device 12 driven by the engine and configured to produce thrust for 
propelling the 

hull over water, a throttle lever 22 disposed in the operator's area configured to control a 
position of the throttle valve, an actuator (column 15, line 13) configured to define an 
adjustable limit for the 

movement of the throttle valve against the bias of the throttle valve towards the closed 
position, and a controller 300 configured to control the actuator so as to move the limit 
away from the closed position of the throttle valve in proportion to a speed of the 
watercraft (column 15, lines 20-30) 
when the throttle lever is released by an operator. 

Rheault et al further discloses a watercraft speed sensor 320, the controller being 
configured to determine a speed 

of the jet-propelled watercraft based on an output from the watercraft speed sensor; an 
engine speed sensor (column 15, line 50) configured to detect a speed of the engine, 
the 

controller being configured to determine a speed of the jet-propelled watercraft based 
on an 

output from the engine speed sensor; a throttle position sensor 330 configured to 
detect a position of the throttle valve, 

the controller being configured to determine a speed of the jet-propelled watercraft 
based 
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on an output from the throttle position sensor; and a handlebar 16 connected to the 
water jet propulsion device so as to allow an 

operator to steer the watercraft by moving the handlebar, and a handlebar position 
sensor 310 

configured to detect a position of the handlebar, the controller being configured to adjust 
the actuator based on an output of the handlebar position sensor and wherein the 
controller is configured to move the limit away from the closed position only if the 
handlebar is turned away from a position corresponding to a straight ahead direction of 
the watercraft. 

Rheault et al further discloses a jet propelled watercraft comprising a hull (figure 1) 
having an operator's area, 

an engine 6 supported by the hull and having a throttle valve configured to meter a flow 
of 

air into the engine, the throttle valve being biased towards a closed position, a water jet 
propulsion device 12 driven by the engine and configured to produce thrust for 
propelling the 

hull over water, a throttle lever 22 disposed in the operator's area configured to control a 
position of the throttle valve, and means (column 15, line 13) for limiting the movement 
of the throttle valve 

against the bias of the throttle valve towards the closed position and for moving the limit 
away from the closed position of the throttle valve in proportion to a speed of the 
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watercraft when the throttle lever is released by an operator (column 15, lines 15-30). 
Rheault et al further discloses means 320 for determining a speed of the watercraft. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rheault 
et al in view of Bernier et al. 

Rheault et al does not disclose that the 

controller is configured to gradually move the limit toward the closed position after the 
throttle lever has been released by an operator. 

Note timer 72 and solenoid 74 of Bernier et al including lines 58-63 of column 7. 
It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains to provide a timer similar to 
72 of Bernier et al to the system of Rheault et al so that the controller of Rheault et al 
will be configured to gradually move the limit toward the closed position after the throttle 
lever has been released by an operator. 

Motivation to do so is to timely reduce thrust after the turn has been made in 
accordance with the throttle setting the operator has chosen. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed May 15, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues Applicant argues that neither of Bernier et al, Rheault 
et al nor lida et al teach a system which changes the minimum opening of the throttle 
valve based on the speed of the watercraft when the lever is released by the operator. 
In rebuttal, it is felt that at least Rheault et al and lida et al teach this concept. In lida et 
al attention is directed toward paragraphs 0075, 0076 and 01 51 . In Rheault et al 
attention is directed toward column 15, lines 10-30. 

8. For the above reasons the grounds of rejection are continued. 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sherman D. Basinger whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 6679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 5:30 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel J. Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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